Dr. GIB S O NS 
S ERM ON 


At the CONSECRATION of 


WILLIAM 
Lord Biſhop of CARLISLE. 
"0 


. "= 
0 * 


—— — — * „ 


. 


* 2 4 — * 


. * 


= 
S E RM ON 
Preach'd in Lambeth- Chapel. | 
1 6 


CONSECRATION 


OF. K 


Right Rev“ Father in God, 


WILLIAM 
Lord Biſhop of CARLISLE, 


On Sunday, June 14th, 1702. 


| | 


By EDMUND GIBSON, D. DN 


Chaplain to the moſt Reverend Father in God THOMAS | 
Lord Arch-biſhop of Canterbury, / | 


— ___ 
253 


— 


LONDON: 


Printed for Awnſham and John Churchill, at the Black Swan | | 
| in Pater-Nofter- Row, 1702. 
| 


(1) 


—_— 
e 


1 Theſſ. v. 1213. 
We beſeech you, Brethren, to know them 


which Labour among you, and are over 
you in the Lord, and Admoniſh you ; 
And to Eſteem them very highly in Love 


for their Work's ſake. 


JI has been doubted by ſome Interpreters, 


who otherwiſe bore no Ill will to the 

Epiſcopal Character, whether they whom 
the Theſſalonians are commanded to Know and 
Eſteem, were the Presbyters, or more imme- 
diately the Biſhops, within the Bounds of 
that Metropolis. And it muſt be own'd, 
where there 1s only a general mention of the 
Miniſters of Chriſt as exercifing any Parts of 
the Function, common to the Inferior Or- 
ders with their Biſhops, there is ſome Dif— 
hculty 1n diſtinguiſhing of which Order they 
were immediately meant. But the Expreſſi- 
ons of my I ext ſeem plainly enough to point 
out the Biſhops of the Church, under ſuch 


B Diftin- 
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Diſtin&tions of Power and Authority as could 
not properly be apply'd to the Inferior Or- ; 
ders. The Chriſtians in Theſſalonica have a ; 
general Precept to know thoſe who were over 

them in the Lord; and whom can the Apoſtle 

be ſo naturally ſuppos'd ta mean,as the Perſons 

left and eftabliſh'd in thoſe Parts, for the 
Government of the Church ? Eſpecially, when 

the Phraſe in the Original negoxpergs vey, 

falls in ſo appoſitely with the known Style of 

the Biſhops, Tlegzrwres, apply'd peculiarly 

to that Order by the more early Writers 

of the Church. Add to this, that it is im- 
mediately follow'd by an Act appropriated 

to the Epiſcopal Order, i. e. an Authorita- 

tive Admonition ; for fo J call this, be- 

cauſe the Expreſſion here is the fame 

with another Paſſage of St. Paul to Titus, 
Biſhop of Crete, where the Admonition is 
. undoubtedly Authoritative, A Man that is 

an Feretich, after the firſt and ſecond Admonition 


reje# : There the Phraſe is MT Seurtegy 


Nxgeoicv, and here, Ne gg r V/ﬀAG. 
| grant, if my Text were to be interpreted 
according to the preſent Conſtitution of Na- 
tional Churches, there would be ſome Rea- 
lon to apply that Character of Ruling over 
the Chriſtians, if not immediately to the 
Presby- 


„e As ia _.. 


7) 

Presbyters, at leaſt to them iti common with 
their Biſhops. For now Presbyters Exerciſe 
their Miniſterial Function within certain Di- 
ſtricts, laid out and determin'd by the Laws 
of Church and State; and are not ſtrictly 
removeable at the Pleaſure of their Eccleſia- 
ſtical Supertors: And this gives every ſuch 
Presbyfer, in appearance, a more Separate 
and Laſting, and a more Independent Rule 
over the Souls within his particular Diſtrict. 
But at the time when St. Paul wrote this Epi- 
ſtle, and for ſome Ages after, the Way in 
which they exercis'd their Miniſtry was very 
different from this: As they were ſent by the 
Biſhops to Preach the Goſpel, ſo did they 
remain under their immediate Direction, as 
to the place of Refidence, the extent of the 
Cure, the time of their Abode, and their 
particular Conduct in the Diſcharge of their 
Miniſtry. 

In all theſe they were ſubject to the Com. 
mand of their Spiritual Superiors; who there- 
fore, properly ſpeaking, had the only Fiz'd' 
and Eſtabli/h'd4 Rule within the Limits which 
the Apoſtles of our Lord had Afhgn'd ; and 
into whoſe Hands, accordingly, the Libera- 
lity of Chriſtians was put, to be Diſtributed, 
by their Judgment and Diſcretion, among 
B 2 thoſe 
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thoſe they had ſent out to Labour in their 


Lord's Vineyard. 
Under ſuch a Government, was the Goſ- 


ges, without any fix'd Bounds of Rule and 
Juriſdiction beſides thoſe of the Biſhop ; 
which were then call'd Ilagguer, as we 
find them Styl'd by ſome of our Own Wri- 
ters as late as the Seventh Century. 

For here, it was a long time before Paro- 
chial Diviſions were Eftablith'd in the preſent 


Form; every Dioceſe being Rul'd, and the 


Eccleſiaſtical Offices ſupply'd, by the imme- 
diate Care of the Biſhops, in. the Primitive 
manner we have already hinted. Not that 


the ſubſequent Settlement of Presbyters in 
Parochial Cures transferr'd to them any real 


Exemptions from their Spiritual Superiors: 
Such a fix'd Exerciſe of their Miniſtry gave 


them only a greater Appearance of Rule and 


Authority in the Church; and by conſequence 
made this and ſome other Texts of Scripture 


referring to the Government thereof, more lia- 


ble to be miſ-apply'd, than they could poſhbly 


be under a due Regard to the Conſtitution of 
the Times in which they were Written. 


Thus much being premis'd, I may ſuppoſe 
my Text to contain an earneſt Recommenda- 
| tion 


pel propagated and maintain'd for ſome A- 
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EP" 
tion of Reverence to the Character and Obed:- 
ence to the Authority of thoſe, who by the 
Providence of God are conſtituted Biſhops 
and Governours of his Church. And 1 may 
the rather take this for granted, becauſe 'tis 
no part of my deſign to enter into the Diſpute 
about the difference between Biſhops and. 
Presbyters as to Order: This has been ſuffi- 
ciently eſtabliſh'd upon other parts of Scrip- 
ture, and the perpetual Practice of the Ca- 
tholick Church ; and all [ propoſe at this 
time, is to enforce upon Vs (who are alrea- 
dy perſwaded of it) that Eſteem, Deference 
and Veneration, which is ſuitable to their 
high Character, and our Perſwaſion that it is 
conferr'd upon them by the Authority of je- 
ſus Chriſt. 

To this End, the Text leads me to the 
Conſideration of three Things, 


I. What is here meant by Knowing our 
Spiritual Superiors; I beſeech you, Brethren, to 
Know them which Labour among you, and are- 

over you in the Lord, and admoniſh you. 
„II. That the immediate effect of a right 

Knowledge of their Character, Office, and Au- 
thority in the Church of Chrift, is a high 
Eſteem or Veneration from all Chriſtians, And 


to 


6 
to Eſteem them very highly in Love, for their 
Work's ſake. 

III. That the Want of that Efteem and 
Veneration upon the Minds of Chriſtians, 
gitables our Superiors from anſwering the 
Fus of their Order, and in the conſequence 
endangers the Order it elf. 


1. What is here meant by Knowing. our 
Spiritual Superiors: I beſeech you, &c. Eidtver 
rg xomarGs, Rc. i. e. to conſider and re- 


gard them with relation to the Character un- 
der which they were ſent, and the Authority 


they have to Rule and Preſide over you as 


Governours of the Church. For fo we find 


the Word us'd, As 23. 5. Cox Hd AN ˙, 


on N aenrertg, I wiſt not, Brethren, that he 
was the High Prieſt. St. Paul knew, without 
doubt, that Ananzas fat there as High Prieſt ; 
but his meaning plainly was, that under the 
provocation of that unjuſt uſage, he did not 


con ſider that he was ſtanding before the High 


Prieſt, and that if he had conſider'd it, and 
remember'd withal what Deference the Law 
preſcribes to the Office and Charaffer, he would 
not have given that Offence. To the fame 


purpoſe is that other Expreſſion of our Apo- 


ſtle Rom. 5. 16. From henceforth know we no 
Man 


r 1 4, 5 
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y Man after the Fleſb, C dv id fo cri. 


that is, we who are advancing the Spirituc! 


Kingdom of Chriſt, have no regard to the 


carnal or ſecular Concerns of Men, nor eſteem 
them the more on account of any worldy 
Advantages they enjoy. 

Knowing therefore, in theſe and the like 
Places, is an abſtracting from the Perſons of 
Men, and confidering them under any Cha- 
racter or Qualification which the Providence 
of God has beſtow'd upon them. And fo we 
know our Spiritual Governours in the Apo- 
ſtle's Senſe, when we diſtinguiſh them from 
other Men, by the extraordinary Miſſton and 


Authority they have receiv'd from God; as 


we declare and profeſs that Knowledge, when 
a ſteady and religious Regard to the Divine 
Miſſion, appears in our Words, and Actions, 
and all our Behaviour towards them. 

To the end therefore we may have a right 
Knowledge of our Spiritual Superiors, we are 
to confider the Divine Character they bear, 
in a Two: fold Reſpect: Firſt, As they are 


Sent by Chriſt, to be the Governours of his 
Church upon Farth ; and Secondly, As they 


receive from him an Authority ſufficient to an- 


_ {wer the Ends of their Miſſion. 


1. The 


8) 

1. The Brſhops are to be conſider'd as 
Commiſſion'd by Chriſt to be the Governours 
of his Church upon Earth. For that it was 
our Saviour's great Defign to Eſtabliſh to him- 
ſelf a Church, under a viſible Government of 
Miniſters lent by him, to Act under Him their 
Head, by his Authority, and in his Place; 
appears from the whole Tenour of the Goſ- 
pel, and all the Methods taken by himſelf 
and his Apoſtles to propagate and preſerve it. 
While he continu'd upon Earth, he Govern'd 
his Church in his own Perſon ; And he who 
had been ſent by his Father, being about to 


return to Him, transferr'd that Authority to 


Sr. J the Apoſtles; As my Father hath ſent me, even 
ſo ſend I you. And when he hal ſaid this, he 


Breath'd on them, and ſaith unto them, Receive 


ye the Holy Ghoſt : Whoſeſoever Sins ye remit, 


they are remitted unto them; and whoſeſoever Sins 
ye retain, they are retain'd. 

The Apoſtles thus empower'd, continu'd 
tor fome time the ſole Governours of the 
Church; which was then fo narrow, that 


they were able to Adminiſter the Government 
of the whole in their own Perſons. But as 


the Number of the Faithful increas'd, and 
the Profeſſors of Chriftianity became nume- 
rous in ſome of the Capital Cities, the Apo- 


{tles 
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| Mes (who were call'd away to Plant the Goſ- 


pel in other Places) Communicated that Au- 


thority to Others, to take upon them the Go- 
vernment of the Churches they had Eſta- 
' bliſh'd, and were now under a neceſſity of 


leaving. Thus, St. James was ſettl'd at Je- 


ruſalem, Timothy at Epheſus, Titus in Crete 
bis ly. grape at Phi 1 - and theſe, as our 
ha 


Lord and his Apoſtles one, Conſtituted 


Others to Act with the ſame Power and Au- 


thority ; as the increaſe of Chriſtianity and 
the occafions of the Church requir'd it : From 
whom a perpetual Succeſſion (for ſome time 
under the name of Apoſtles, and afterwards 
of Biſhops) hath been continu'd in the Church 
of Chriſt. 

By this Doctrin (the ſame that Antiquity, 
and our own Church from thence, hath taught 
us) we Know our Spiritual Governours, when 
we conſider them as Succeſſors to the Apoſtles 
in the Government of the Church ; that they 


are ſet over us by Chriſt for that End, and 


rule in his Stead, and Execute their Office 


2 by an Authority deriv'd from him the great 
43, e 


pherd and Biſhop of Souls. For, 
2. They are to be conſider d as having re- 
ceiv'd from Chriſt an Authority ſufficient to 


4 anſwer the Ends of their Miſſion. This is 
ſuppos d in all Government; which im yer a 
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Power convey'd by the firſt Commiſſion to do 
all Things immediately neceſſary for the Pre- 
ſervation of Peace and Order; more eſpeci- 
ally, the Power of making Laws, and of 
puniſhing the Breach of them. And, as to 
the Church, we know that as Chriſt commit- 
ted to the Biſhops the Government thereof, 


ſo in the pureſt Ages the Authority of ma- 


king Laws of Order and Diſcipline was ſole- 
ly in them; nor did any Others, without 


Authority from them, undertake a judicial 


Execution of theſe Laws; either to Admo- 
niſh or Cenſure, to loſe or bind, to admit 
into the Church or Exclude out of it. Which 
laſt (of Excluding or Excommunicating thoſe 
who ſhall Deſpiſe the Laws of Chrift and his 
Church) is the great Co-erctve Power which 
our Lord hath committed to his Vice-Gerents 
upon Earth ; with an expreſs Promiſe, to con- 
firm the Sentence in the next World upon 
{uch Obſtinate Offenders, as will not before 
their Departure out of this Reconcile them- 
ſelves to the Church. 

In which Senſe, we Know our Spiritual 


Governours, when in conſidering the Laws *' 


they make for the Government of the Church, 
with the Authority they Exerciſe to render 
them Effectual, we lay aſide all Regards to 
Human Policy; and look upon the Laws, as 

made 
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; made by Commiſhon from Chriſt ; upon the 


Biſhops, as entruſted with the Execution of 


them; and upon Chriſt, as ready to confirm 


and ratify the Spiritual Cenſures they ſhall 


ilict in defence of his Laws and Authority. 


In ſhort therefore, to Know our Spiritual 


' Governours, is, always to confider them as 
ſent by Chriſt to be his Vice-Gerents in the 


Government of the Church, and in virtue of 
that Miſſion to be furniſh'd with Spiritual 
Power for the effectual Diſcharge of their 


Office. In the Explication of both which, 


I have choſen to be thus Brief, conſidering 
that all here are Members of a Church which 
carefully inſtills theſe Doctrins into her Sons; 
that as her Conſtitution is Epiſcopal, ſo 
an early Senſe of its Divine Original may 
prepare them to Reverence and Obey their Spi- 
ritual Fathers. 

Which brings me to the Second General, 

II. That the immediate effect of Knowing 
the Character and Authority of Biſhops in the 


Church of Chriſt, is, a high Eſteem and Ve- 
neration for them, And to Eſteem them wery 


Highly in Love. Which Eſteem conſiſts, 1. In 
a Dutiful Reverence to their Perfons ; and, 2. 


In a ready and conſcientious Obedience to their 


Commands; the firſt, immediately due to 
their Divine Miſſion and Character; the ſecond, 
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CT) | 
to that Authority by which Chriſt enables 
them to anſwer the Ends of their Miſſion. 

1. The Divine Miſſion and Character of 
Biſhops infers an Obligation upon the ſubor- 
dinate Members of the Church of Chriſt, to 

y a dutiful Reverence to their Perſons. 

hey are Ambaſſadors ſent to us from Chriſt, 
and upon that Account their Perſons are Sa- 
cred, and every Violation thereof, whether 
in Word or Deed, is an Affront to the Maſter 
whoſe Character they bear. For when it plea- 
ſes God, by a Providential Call, to ſingle out 
particular Men to be Chriſt's Vice-Gerents 
upon Earth, Chriſtians ſhould need no other 
Notice where to place their Eſteem and Re- 
verence: It becomes them to ſubmit their 
own private Thouglits and Judgment to the 
Wiſdom of God, who has promis'd to ſu 
port the Church, and knows beſt how to pro- 
vide for the Neceſſities of it. And they who 
at any time ſhall reckon their Spiritual Go- 
vernours. Inferior to themſelves as to human 
Accompliſhments , may do well to remem- 
ber, That as God by his Providence ſepara- 
tes them for that high Office, ſo by his Holy . 
Spirit he is able to-ſnpply them abundantly 
with Wiſdom and Underſtanding, for the 
Diſcharge thereof in ſuch a manner as ſhall 
he moſt. for the Benefit of. his Church. 
| But 


: ## 
But tho” the natural effect of theſe Conſide- 
rations, be an awful Reverence and Venera- 
tion for the Perſons thus honour'd by. Divine 
Providence, there is yet more requir'd to 


make up the Eſteem which my Text ſpeaks 


of: It muſt be an Eſteem mixt with Love and 
Gratitude for their Works fake ; ariſing from 
a Senſe of the Spiritual Benefits convey'd to 
us by their Hands and the Hands of thoſe 
whom they ſend, in Bleſſings and Prayers, 
and a regular Adminiſtration of the Ordi- 
nances of the Goſpel. We, more eſpecially, 
who are honour d with a part in the Sacred 
Miniſtry, and are Ambaſſadors immediately 
from Them as They are from Chrift, ought 
to. ſhow the Value we ſet upon the Rich - 


Portion we have obtain'd of God, by a pious 


and grateful Remembrance, through whoſe. 
Hands it deſcended to Us. Add to theſe 
the outward Bleſſings of Peace, Order and 
Unity in the Church; which are ſecured to 
Chriſtians in all Ages by the care and watch- 
fulneſs of thoſe who are choſen of Chriſt to 
be the Fathers and Maſters of his Family 
upon Earth. 

As: therefore our Spiritual Life is at firſt- 
convey'd- to Us, and then fed aud nouriſtyd, 
through their Power and. Miniſtry for the 
Edification: of the Church; in that. Senſe 


14 
they are properly our Spiritual Fathers; and 
this Relation calls for a filial Duty and Efteem 
on our part: The Obligation to which can 
no more be cancell'd, than a Son can be diſ- 
charg'd from Duty and Reverence to his Fa- 
ther. And the true Reaſon why Men can 
hear the Reproaches of Chriſtians againſt 
their Spiritual Fathers, with-leſs abhorrence 
than thoſe of Sons towards their Fathers of 
the Fleſh, is the want of ſetting a juſt Eſteem 
upon Spiritual Benefits, and conſidering the 
ordinary Methods by which they are diſ- 
pens'd to the Church of Chriſt. 

2. Another conſequence of Knowing our 
Spiritual Superiors, 1s the paying a ready 


and conſcientious Obedience to their Com- 


mands. For an Obligation to Obey, imme- 
diately flows from a Right to Command; ſup- 
poſing the Superiors not to extend their 
Commands beyond the Terms of their Com- 
miſſion. And tho' all Government, whe- 
ther Temporal or Spiritual, be from God 
the Author of Peace and Order in the 
World ; yet the Obligations to Obedience 
may be more ſtrict and preſſing, and the 
Diſobedience more criminal in Degree, as the 
Divinity of the Power from whence the Com- 
mand comes, 1s more clear and vifible to 


Mankind. And no Authority adminiſtred 
by 


l 
l 
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by Man, can be more evidently Divine, and 


by conſequence more ſtrictiy Obligatory, 
than this of the Biſhops in the Government 


of the Church. The Government it ſelf is 


of a Spiritual Nature and for Ends purely 
Spiritual ; and Religion being ſo nearly con- 
cern'd in its very Inſtitution, the Commands 
of it, which reach not the Body, muſt more 
immediately affect the Minds and Conſcien- 
ces of Men. The Governours are they who 
ſucceed Chriſt and his Apoſtles in the Admi- 
niftration of the Church, having receiv'd a 
a ſolemn Delegation to the Office, with pecu- 
liar Gifts for the Diſcharge of it: And what 
can make any Command more Awful, than 
its coming from a Perſon who bears ſo direct 
a Relation to Chriſt himſelf? 

And agreeably to their divine Miſſion, the 
lawful Commands of our Spiritual Gover- 


nours are bound upon Chriſtians, under the 


Penalty of an immediate Deſpight done to 
God and Chrift by any Contempt or Diſobe- 


dience: He that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me, 


and he that deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth him that ſent 
me, The Confideration, upon which we find 


Obedience to Biſhops fo frequently enforc'd 


by one of the moſt early Writers of the 


4 Church; who in his Exhortations to that 
purpoſe, calls them the Mouth, the Voice, and 


the 


Lnke 10. 
16. 


Ignat. 


Epiſt. 


paſſin 
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the Tmage of God ; teaching the Chriſtians, 


To be ſubje& to their Biſhop as to Jeſus Chriſt; 
Not 7 him, if they would 6 es 00, 
and, That the Honour or Diſhonour offer d to their 
Biſhops, paſſes on to Chriſt , and from Chriſt to 
God. 

Now, if Private Chriftians become thus 
Obnoxious to the Divine Diſpleaſure by re- 
ſiſting or diſobeying their Spiritual Superiors; 
how much greater muſt the Offence be in Us, 
who having a clearer View of the Divine Ori- 
ginal of Church- Power, and being alſo more 
immediately concern'd for the pr of it, 
ought to make our Selves Examples of Obe- 


dience to all Others. When We diſobey the 


lawful Commands of our Biſhops, we deſpiſe 
the Power from which we receiv'd our own ; 
We contradi& the End and Defign of our 
Miſſion, which was to Miniſter in a due Sub- 
ordination to theſe our Superiors ; and we 
break thro' that ſolemn Engagement of Obe- 
dience into which we are known to Enter 
upon our Admiſhon to the Mmiſtry. Conſe- 
quences, which ought mightily to Diſcourage 
us from any Act of Diſobedience, where it 
is not very pla in and clear that the Matter of 
the Command is unlawful, or the Authority 
deficient. 


Thus 
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Thus much of the Obligation which all 
Chriſtians are under, to Reverence and Obey 
their Spiritual Superiors ; as theſe two Acts 
of Eſteem immediately flow from a right 
Knowledge of their Character and Authority. 
And becauſe it is of the utmoſt Importance 
to the regular Diſcipline of the Church, that 
all Chriſtians live in a Religious Senſe of theſe 
Obligations; I will proceed to ſuch other 
Conſiderations as may convince us of the ne- 
ceſſity of a ſtrict Obſervance of theſe Duties, if 
we deſire the Continuance of Order or Epiſ- 
copacy among us. Which Conſiderations will 
make up the Proof of my Third General, 

III. That the Want of this Eſteem and Ve- 
neration upon the Minds of Chriſtians, would 
diſable our Superiors from anſwering the Ends 
of their Order, and in the Conſequence en- 
danger the Order it elf. 

For this is common to All Governments, 
That the Eſtabliſhment and Adminiſtration 
are ſteady or unſteady, in proportion to the 
Opinion Men have conceiv'd of the Viſdom, 
Goodneſs, and Abilities of their Governours. 

And fo at all times, as many as defire the Con- 


* —tinuance of a Government, make it their great 


5 
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Buſineſs to Raiſe the Character and Repurati- 
on, and to Excuſe the Miſcarriages, of thoſe 
in Authority : As, on the other hand, the 


D Men 


(18) 


Men who are meditating new Schemes, al- 
ways begin with Complaints againſt the Ma- 
nagement, and Reflections upon the Wiſdom 
or Integrity of the Prince. Nor do they fail 
all the while, to Palliate their Deſigns againſt 
his Perſon by large Profeſſions of Honour and 
Reverence to his Authority; knowing well, 
that there needs no more to make the Autho- 
rity mean and uſeleſs, than the Diminution 
of the Perſon in whoſe Hands it is. We of 
this Nation know by woful Experience, how 
faſt the Deſtruction of our Monarchy was 
carry'd on under a pernicious Diſtinction be- 
tween the Perſon and Authority of the Prince ; 
and if ever the ſame Diſtinction ſhall prevail 
in the Church, they who wiſh well to our 
Epiſcopal Government will have great reaſon 
to take the Alarm. For in all Caſes, where 
Men's inward Meaning to a preſent Eftabliſh- 
ment is hearty, many Private Diſguſts and Re- 
ſentments are readily Sacrific'd to the Publick 
Safety. Or however, be Men's real Aim and 
Meaning what it will, the Diminution of the 
Perſon is a natural Step to the Deſtruction of 
the Authority; and when once ſuch Storms 
are raisd, they gather Strength apace ; and 
they who ſhall blow them up to ſerve private 
Purpoſes, may deſire to lay them again when 
it is too late. 
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Such will always be the effect of vilifying 
the Perſons, and cenſuring the Conduct of 


our Superiors, whether in Church or State. 


But in the Church, conſider'd either in gene- 
ral, or with regard to this of our own Nation, 


ſuch Liberties have a more pernicious Influ- 
ence towards the weakning its Power and 
endangering the Conſtitution. For, 

1. An Opinion of the Wiſdom and Piety 
of the Governours of the Church, 1s almoſt 
the only way ſhe has, to give her Cenſures 
and Admonitions their due effect for the Re- 
ſtraint and Reformation of Sinners. In the 
State, there is the Civil Sword, or a Right of 
inflicting temporal Puniſhments of all ſorts, 
to ſecure Obedience to its Commands, and at 
leaſt a decent Regard to its Authority: But 
the Church has no way to enforce Obedience 
to her Commands and Admonitions, beſides 
the Sword of the Spirit, or the infliction of Spi- 
ritual Cenſures; and (God knows) the Di- 
vine Original and Authority which cught to en- 
force them, 1s but little regarded in this Pro- 
fane Age. How few are there, who confider 
our Biſhops as Exercifing their Power by an 
immediate Commiſſion from Chrift, or who 


have a juſt Senſe of the Danger and Miſery 


\9 of being Excluded out of the Church, or in- 
1 deed regard it on any other Account than as 
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even Herod Ju him, knowing 
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it is attended with Civil Incapacities? And 
whenever Property comes to be concern'd, ways 
are uſually found to deliver themſelves from 
the Spiritual Power. However therefore the 
Authority be Sacred in it ſelf, and the Contempt 
of it a high Provocation to Chriſt in whoſe 
ſtead they Ad, yet theſe can be no Principles 
of Obedience, where they are not conſidered 
or regarded. Upon ſuch Men, Eccleſiaſtical 
Cenſurcs have no real Efficacy, but what 
ſprings from a Perſonal Authority in our Su- 
periors ; and that muſt be grounded upon an 
eſtabliſh'd Perſwafion of their Pe: ſonal Excel- 
lencies, Piety, Wiſdom, Fuſtice, Integrity, and 
the like. An Opinion of theſe in the Perſons 
of our Governours, will never fail to com- 
mand Reverence, and a due Regard to their 
Reproofs and Admonitions ; no degrees of 
Wickedneſs being able to harden Men into a 
ſetl'd Contempt of Virtue and Religion. A 
remarkable Inſtance whereof we have in John 
the Baptiſt, of whom St. Mark ſays, That 
that he was a 


juſt Man and a Holy, and obſerv'd him, and when 


he heard him, he did many Things, and heard 


him Gladly. 

To apply this to the Caſe before Us: It is 
evident in Fact, that Eccleſiaſtical Admoni- 
tions and Cenſures., entruſted with the Bi- 
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for the Government of the Church, 


Joſe much of their Efficacy upon the genera- 
Iity of Men, for want of a juſt regard to the 


Divine Authority from which they proceed. 
Hou therefore can we hope, 


that under this 
diſadvantage the Governours of the Church 
ſhould in any meaſure anſwer the Ends of 
their Office, or that the Government it ſelf 
ſhould long ſubſiſt, except the Friends of 
Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline will uſe all juſt Me- 
thods of preſerving upon the Minds of the 
People an Eſteem and Veneration for them; 


that ſo a Reverence to their Perſons may in 


ſome Jegree repair the negle& and forgetful- 
neſs of their Divine Character. 

2. A due Honour and Veneration for our 
Spiritual Fathers, is the more neceſſary to 
preſerve the Diſcipline of the Church, conſi- 
dering how the very Execution of their 
Office draws upon them the Malice of jrre- 
gular Men; who are wont to inveigh libe- 


rally againſt the Hand that Corrects them. 


Even the high Station to which they are rais'd 
by the Divine Providence, 1s oft-times a 
Provocation to Ambitious Spirits to Envy 
and Reſiſt them: f 
of Corah, Dat han, and Abiram, who complain'd 
that Moſes and Aaron took too much upon them, 


lift 


As it was in the Rebellion 


and would not allow any Right they had to: 


Num. 
I 6, 3 4 
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lift up themſelves above the Congregation of the 


Lord. 

But the Oppaſitions to which the Fathers 
of the Church are moſt of all expos'd by the 
diſcharge of their Office, come from diſobedi- 
ent, irregular and ſcandalous Livers ; thoſe 
whom they have been oblig'd to Reprove and 
Admoniſh, and to execute upon them the 
Cenſures of the Church. This ſeldom fails 
to raiſe Reſentments, which uſually break 
forth in Calumny and Reproach : And the 
more the Conſcientious diſcharge of their 
Function expoſes them to the Calumnies of 
wicked Men, the more Right have they to be 
zealouſly defended by all Sober and Orthodox 
Chriftians. For what can we call the leaſt 
Countenance given to the Slanders of ſuch 
Men, but an endeavour to defeat the Ends 
of Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, and an Encou- 
ragement to Offenders to continue their irre- 
gular Courſes in defiance of the Authority and 
Admonitions of the Church ? 

2. The want of a due Efteem and Venera- 
tion for our Spiritual Fathers, would give 
two Sorts of Adverſaries a great advantage a- 
gainſt our Epiſcopal Church. 

The Papiſts (we know) have endeavour'd 
to Blemiſh the Reformation, by objecting 
againſt the Lawfulneſs of our Miniftry ; which 

| Ob- 


Fonduct of our Biſhops, and depreſſing their 
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| Objection they ground upon ſome pretended 


Defects in the Conſecration of our firſt Prote- 
ſtant Biſhops, and thereupon perſwade the 
Members of their own Church, and thoſe of 
ours whom they hope to make Proſelytes, 


that our Biſhops are meer Lay-men, and our 


Church therefore can be no Church. A Ca- 


lumny which Maſon, Brambal, and other Pro- 


teſtant Divines have abundantly ſhown to 
have no real Ground; but yet we may give 
it a real Effect, by treating the Biſhops of our 
Church like common Men, and denying them 
the Duty, Honour and Reverence which na- 
turally belong to a Divine Character. This 
will put into the Hands of our Ad verſaries a 
ſhort and eaſy Argument, fit to be inſinuated 
into the Minds of unwary or illiterate Men, 
that we our ſelves ſhow by our Behaviour, 
how little we are perſwaded that theſe are 
Perſons ſent and appointed by Chriſt to be the 
Governours of his Church. 

+ The Presbyterians, on another Hand, will 
have Epiſcopacy it ſelf to be a mere Fluman 
Inſtitution; alledging that the Government of 


+ the Church belongs to the Presbyters, and 


that the the Biſhops have no Original Right 
to the Superiority they claim. And how 
tan we more effectually confirm them in 
hat Perſwaſion, than by Cenſuring the 
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Character and Authority, and treating them 
not like Superiors but Equals? We may 


make what general Profeſſions we pleaſe of 


Duty and Reverence to the Epiſcopal Cha- 
racter; but they who ſhall thus treat their 
Perſons and Authority, will find it hard to 


perſuade the Adverſaries of our Epiſcopal | 


Church, that they are not effectually plead- 
ing the Cauſe of Presbytery. 

4. The want of a due Eſteem and Vene. 
ration for our Spiritual Superiors, has an 
immediate tendency to deſtroy the Peace, and 
even the Being of an Epiſcopal Church. For 
as the Biſhop is the Center of Church-Uni- 
ty, and a total Separation from him, an en: 
tire Breach of that Unity; ſo every degree of 
Contempt, 1s a Step towards ſuch a Separa- 
tion. It is, in a natural Senſe, a ſhaking of 
the Body ; which muſt unavoidably be wea- 
ken'd, when any one Member withdraw: 
the Aſſiſtance which it ought to contribute 


to the ſupport of the whole. And (to ſpeak 
with regard to the Body Politick) one Mem- 
ber ſeldom falls off or ſeparates, without cor- 
rupting many more: And as the Infection 
ſpreads, it raiſes a Var in the Body; the 
neceſſary effect whereof, is not only a Rebe! 
lion againſt the Head, but a difference among 
the 
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the Members, in Opinions, Intereſts, and 


e of. zDefigns. 


To this Purpoſe, St. Cyprian obſerv'd long 


heir ago, That the Contempt of Biſhops, is the 
4 to general Riſe of Schiſms and Hereſſes in the 
»pal Church: Inde enim Schiſmata & Hæreſes obor- 


te ſunt of oriuntur, dum Epiſcopus qui Unus e, 
& Eccleſiæ preest, ſuperba quorundam præ ſum- 
ptione contemnitur; & homo dignatione Dei hono- 
ratus, indignus ab hominibus judicatur. And 
elſewhere, ſpeaking of the ſame Thing, Ne- 
que enim aliunde Hæreſes oborte ſunt, aut nata 
ſunt Schiſmata, quam inde quod Sacerdoti Dei 
non obtemperatur , nec unus in Eccleſia ad tempus 
Sacerdos ¶ ad tempus judex vice Chriſti cogitatur : 
And again, Sic de Eccleſia receditur, fic Altare 
profanum forts collocatur, fic contra Pacem Chriſti 
Y ordinationem atque unitatem Det rebellatur. 
hut we need not go ſo far back, for a Te- 
ſtimony of the deplorable Conſequences flow- 
ing from a Contempt and Diſeſteem of the Bi- 
ſhops of our Church: Our own Hiſtories fur- 


or- niſh us with an Inftance, and that within the 
Memory of Man, not to be parallel'd by for- 


mer Ages; I mean the Miſeries of this 
> Church, and the utter extirpation of Epiſco- 
= pacy, during the late Civil Wars; in the 
= Springs whereof nothing is more clearly ſeen, 
3 E than 


Ep. 66. 


than that the deſtruction of the Church was 
effected by a remarkable Diligence in the 
Chief Actors, to bring the Perſons, Order and 
Adminiſtration of the Biſhops into a general 
Diſeſteem and Contempt among the Peo- 
le. 
x The Great Clamours were (as I find them 
in the Hiſtories, Speeches and Petitions of 
thoſe Times) that they were a Sett of proud and 
amhi. ious Men, who neglected the Good of Reli- 
gion, aud card for nothing but to Lord it over 
Gol1's Heritage: That they were the great Impe- 
diment to the perfect Reformation of Religion; 
That their Deſign was, to ſet up an Arbitrary 
Power over the Clergy, and to ſubject and inthral 
the Miniſters ; That to ſerve this End, they un- 
juſtly exacted of them Canonical Obedience; 
That a greater Equality ought to be-contriv'd in 
the Promotions of the Church; That therefore 


(in the Language of thoſe Days) the Wings. of 


the Prelats muſt be clip't ; and the way propos d 
to do it, was the bringing the Conſtitution of the 
Church to a greater Agreement with that in the 
State, and not to truſt them any longer with the 


Government of the Church, but in all Act ions of | . 


Money to have ſome of the Miniſtry joy md wit 
em, | 77 
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By theſe and the like Clamours, a dif- 
eſteem of their Perſons, and a ſealouſie of 


their Adminiſtration and Defigns, were quick- 


ly infus'd into the Minds of the People ; 


which prepar'd them to applaud the utter A- 


bolition of the Order, as a neceſſary Ste 
to Reformation ; and that made way ok 
for the Deſtruction of a Prince (the ſup- 
porting of whoſe Authority, had been their 
only Crime) and for the entire overthrow 
of the wholſom Orders and Diſcipline of the 
Church. 

Far be it from Us, to think that this Ne- 
ſtruction of Epilcopacy, and of the Eſtabliſht 
Church, was originally in the Intention of 
all who at the firſt conniv'd at or encourag'd 
ſuch Reproaches. On the contrary, Detigns 
of State appear plainly enough to have been 
in the Eyes of ſeveral, who when they faw 
that it was not ſo much the Ditgrace of the 
Perſons, as the Deſtruction of the Church, 


that was really meant, began to retreat, and 
to lament the Part they had born in theſe 
Popular Mealures ; but it was then too late 
do retrieve the Miſchief they had done. So 
eaſy a Step it is, from a contempt of the Per- 
= ſon, to the Ruin of his Authority; and ſo dan- 
= gerous for Men to preſume upon a Power of 


ſetting 


W 
ſetting Bounds as they pleaſe, to the Jealou- 
ſies they have once put into the Heads of a 
Multitude. 


From ſuch Practices, and the terrible Effect, 
of them, may the God of Order and Unity ever 
more preſerve this Church and Nation. 
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